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The region occupied by the Kavirondo tribe extends up to and beyond the Sio River in the vicinity of Mount Elgon, and m the opposite direction as far south as the Nyando, where that river enters Kavirondo Bay
This tract of country is, for the most part, well watered The Rivers Nzoia, Sio, and Lukos are the principal physical features The most important of these is the Nzoia, which is about eighty yards wide, with a rapid current The bed of the river is, however, so full of large boulders and rocks that it is practically unnavigable It is often fordable m places during the months of December, January, and February, but at other seasons of the year it is usually a raging torrent, on which even the native canoemen are afraid to venture
The Sio River, on the contrary, is a sluggish stream with mud banks covered with reeds, and meanders placidly along through a flat, swampy, alluvial plain It is only about thirty yards across, and pours into the lake about one-fourth the volume of the Nzofa
About twenty miles south of the Nzoia, and flowing almost parallel with that river, is the Lukos, otherwise known as the Rukus or Yala River At low water this river averages about thirty or forty yards m breadth A curious point in connection with the Rukus is that, on reaching a point about eight miles from the Victoria Nyanza, it makes a sharp'bend to the northward, and forms a large lake called Ganga From this lake, which is surrounded by a thick belt of papyrus, the river emerges by an obscure passage, and flows into the swampy delta of the Nzoia
In 'regard to climate, the air of Kavirondo is drier and more bracing than that of the neighbouring district of Usoga Owing to its position on the equator, the heat of the sun during the day is naturally great, but the nights are comparatively cool The greatest range of temperature occurs during the dry season, which ordinarily commences towards the end of December and